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“Orchids of Tropical America” 
 
By Ron Kaufmann 

The Cornell Press has just published Orchids 
of Tropical America: An Introduction and 
Guide, and we are fortunate to have as our 
July speaker, Ron Kaufmann, one of the au-
thors of this splendid new book. 

Orchids of Tropical America is a lavishly il-
lustrated introduction to the orchid family 
for enthusiasts and newcomers wishing to 
learn more about 120 widespread orchid gen-
era found in habitats ranging from Mexico 
and the Caribbean to Bolivia and Brazil. 

In addition to covering orchid genera ac-
counts from Acineta through Zygopetalum, 
the publication also includes a description of 
various orchid nature reserves and conserva-
tion sites by country in the Americas. 

Ron Kaufmann is Associate Professor of Ma-
rine Science and Environmental Studies at 
the University of San Diego. He is the Chair 
of the San Diego County Orchid Society Con-
servation Committee and a founding director 
of the Orchid Conservation Alliance. He has 
traveled extensively in South America to view 

President’s Message : 

Our monthly speakers time and time again 
have remarked on the high quality of the 
plants that our members bring in each month 
for Ribbon Judging.  It is without fail a re-
markable show of the best orchids that our 
dedicated members are growing so beauti-
fully.  Last month was no exception with a 
number of our newest members displaying 
their orchids and garnering top awards. 

Speaking of awarded plants, those of you 
who attended Orchid Digest’s Speakers’ Day  
at the Huntington in June noted with pride 
that our Life Members, Gerlinde and Georg 
Stelzner, were recognized  with two major 
awards for their splendid Dimorphoorchid 
rossii.  This remarkable plant that won a 
Gold Ribbon in May at our monthly meeting 
was recognized by the AOS judges with an 
AOS AM award of 82 points and an award for 
culture, a coveted CCM award of 88 point. 
Congratulations to Gerlinde and Georg for 
their well deserved awards!  (See the photo 
elsewhere in this newsletter.) 

Dimorphoorchid rossii is similar to Vandas 
in its growth habit.  According to Jay Pfahl’s 
Internet Orchid Species Photo Encyclopedia, 
this orchid, is found on the eastern slopes of 
Mt. Kinabalu on the island of Borneo. It is 
unusual in that “has two flower forms on the 
same inflorescence, the upper orange flower 
is fragrant while the lower yellow flower is 
not.”  Incidentally, if you are not familiar 
with Jay Pfhal’s constantly updated compila-
tion of more than 18,000 species in 863 
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genera, you are in for a treat.  Spend a few 
hours perusing this amazing resource and 
bookmark it as you will enjoy and return to it 
again and again: http://
www.orchidspecies.com/ 

Happy Browsing and Happy Growing! 
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 America to view orchids in their natural 
habitats.  

Ron has been growing orchids for over 2o 
years in a 36 x 24’ greenhouse and several 
outdoor growing areas around his home in 
San Diego.  His diverse orchid collection con-
tains mostly species.  Ron has been a fre-
quent and extremely well received speaker at 
MOS.  I encourage you not to miss the special 
event at which Ron will be happy to sign his 
new book.  He will also be providing plants 
from Sunset Valley Orchids for the Raffle Ta-
ble. 
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California Orchids Events July 2015: 

July 10: Vanilla Orchids: Natural History & Cultivation by Dr. Ken Cameron, professor of 
Botany  7:30 lecture Fellowship Hall Trinity Lutheran Church, 909 North La Cumbre Rd., 
Santa Barbara –  
Info: Santa Barbara Orchid Estate 
  

July 10 – 12: Cal Orchid’s Summer Hummer – 1251 Orchid Drive, Santa Barbara –  
Info: www.calorchid.com – 9am – 5pm  
 

July 10 – 12: Santa Barbara Orchid Estate Summer Open House – Guest Author: Dr. 
Ken Cameron, Vanilla expert  
Fri. + Sat. 8am – 5pm 1250 Orchid Drive, Santa Barbara 93111  
Sun. 9am – 4pm Information: 805.967.1284; sboe@sborchid.com, or www.sborchid.com  
 

July 10 – 12: Andy’s Orchids Open House – 734 Ocean View Avenue, Encinitas  
10am – 4pm Info: 888.514.2639 or www.andysorchids.com  
 

July 11th: 

AOS Pacific South Regional Judging 10am. The Huntington Library, Art Collections, and Bo-

tanical Gardens, San Marino. Huntington Botanical Center, Lower Level.  

July 17th: 

Orchid Odyssey 10am – 2pm San Diego Zoo. The Zoo’s orchid green house is open to the 

public.                                                                                           

 

July 24 – 26: Orange County Cactus & Succulent Society 2015 Summer Sale & Show  
Anaheim United Methodist Church, 1000 S. State Col 
lege Blvd., Anaheim – Info: 714.331.9461 or occss.org - Fri. 10am – 5pm, 
Sat. 9am – 5pm, Sun. N-4pm  
 

July 25 – 26: Summer Show in the Park – San Diego County Orchid Society  
Sat. N-5pm Casa del Prado, Rm 101, Prado Bldg., Balboa Park, San Diego  10am-4pm Info: 
www.sdorchid.com  
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                   Botanical Art Symposium Lecture - The Art of Orchids 

July 24, 2015 
Friday, 7 p.m. 
 
Phillip Cribb, curator of the Orchid Herbarium at the Royal Botanic Garden, Kew, explores 
orchids as artistic muse. This program is a keynote lecture at the Weird, Wild & Wonderful 
botanical art symposium. The lecture is open to the public without symposium registra-
tion, but space is limited and advance tickets are required. $25*. Purchase tickets online or 
call 800-838-3006. 
  
In conjunction with the "Weird, Wild & Wonderful" exhibition showcasing botanical illus-
trations of unusual plants, The Huntington will co-host a symposium presented in part-
nership with the American Society of Botanical Artists and its local chapter, the Botanical 
Artists Guild of Southern California. Symposium and registration information. 
  
*Individual lecture only; does not include symposium registration. 
  
Credit: W.H. Fitch illustration of Paphiopedilum hirsutissimumfrom Warner’s Select Or-
chidaceous Plants, courtesy of Kew, all rights reserved. 

http://www.brownpapertickets.com/event/1620875
http://asba-art.org/weird-wild-symposium


                             

                          Photo of Stelzner's Dimorphorchid rossii 
       AM award of 82 points and an award for culture, a coveted CCM award of 88 point.  



                                Are your Orchids Labeled Correctly? 

 
As an orchid hobbyist you know by now that firstly, you should never throw away the label or 
name tag of an orchid, and you should always keep the tag in the plant, because loosing a tag is 
like losing the plants' birth certificate or pedigree thereby reducing the status of your plant 
from an expensive pure bred to just another unidentifiable plant, (a NOID).  
 
The second important thing to remember is that the tag will tell you if you are looking at a spe-
cies, seed cross (hybrid) or a mericlone (cloned plant). With a hybrid unless it is flowering, you 
never can be sure what you're getting. Each seedling is an unique individual and the flower can 
be very different in shape and colour among seedlings from the same cross. A mericlone, on 
the other hand, is a clone or exact replica of a plant and you are assured that the flowers will be 
identical to the original plant. 
Orchid names use a binomial naming system - a system using two names developed by Lin-
naeus. Each orchid has a first name and a last name much like most people. The sequence of 
the names, however, is written with the LAST name first which is always the name of the or-
chid's genus. The genus is the orchid's unique plant grouping and it is usually abbreviated. For 
natural families the abbreviation is usually simple, a single capital letter and a period (fullstop) 
is used, but there are always exceptions i.e., C. = Cattleya, L. =Laelia, Phal. = Phalaenopsis, V. 
=Vanda, etc., and when written in full, it is always written with the first letter capitalised. 
 
The second part of the name, also called the grex name, is either the species name within the 
group or a hybrid name. The species name is usually related to the discoverer of the species or 
related to some aspect of the plant and the plant is a naturally occurring, wild species. The de-
veloper of a cross or hybrid arbitrarily selects hybrid names. A hybrid is therefore a cross that 
has been artificially produced and does not occur naturally in the wild. (There are some excep-
tions of natural occurring hybrids.)  
 
Hybridizers are growers that mix and match all of the different orchid genera to create crosses 
into one plant thereby creating a new hybrid, usually with the intention to produce better qual-
ity plants. As each genus is used, the abbreviation for the genus is added to the new orchid's 
name. For example, if you were to cross the genus Cattleya with Laelia you would have the new 
generic hybrid Laeliocattleya and then crossing this new hybrid with genus Brassavola, you 
would end up with a generic hybrid called Brassolaeliocattleya. To shorten the name,  
Brassolaeliocattleya is often abbreviated to "Blc."  
 
Using this system, you can always identify at least the orchid genus and species or hybrids, al-
lowing you to know what type of orchid you have. Note that, lowercase first letter in the grex 
means species. Uppercase first letter in the grex means hybrid e.g. Laelia flava = species and 
Blc. Arthur Bossin = hybrid.  Species that is just a little different than the original species -- but 
not enough to call it a different name, however -- also needs to be distinguished. In this case, 
you will see 'var' for ‘variety’ in the name, "Laelia flava var. aurantiaca" for example. 
 
Some orchids will also include a clonal or cultivar name, also called a nickname following the 
species or hybrid name. Although a clonal name is not part of the official name, it is useful to 
designate the difference between a particular clone of a cross from all of the other clones from 
the same cross. The clonal name originates from the grower and will follow the plant whenever 
it is divided or meristems are made, or hybrids are named after it has been awarded. This des-
ignation identifies the genetic makeup of this plant alone since others even in the same cross 
will not be identical The clonal name should always appear within single quotes e.g. Laelia 
flava var. aurantiaca 'My Beauty', where Laelia = genus flava = species var. aurantiaca = a vari-
ety of flava called aurantiaca 'My Beauty' = clonal name (notice the single quotes around the 
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name) or another example is Blc. Arthur Bossin 'Rapture'. 
 
In cases where the plant’s parentage is not commonly known, the cross which produced this 
offspring will be listed next, in parentheses. The pod parent (the parent which carried the fruit 
and produced the seed) is always listed first, followed by the pollinating parent, the plant 
whose pollen was used to make the cross. In Blc. Arthur Bossin 'Rapture' (Blc. Tampico x C. 
walkeriana), the information in parentheses on the tag tells you the parents of the plant, in this 
case Blc. Tampico, was the pod parent and C. walkeriana, the pollinating parent. The x is used 
to designate crossing of the parents. Each created hybrid is registered with the Royal Horticul-
tural Society then the new hybrids are published in regular periodicals and, in every five years, 
in the Sander's Complete List of Orchid Hybrids. 
 
Plants that have been awarded have letters added to the name, usually immediately after the 
clonal name, to indicate the awards they have received. To use our example again, in Blc. Ar-
thur Bossin 'Rapture' AM/AOS (Blc. Tampico x C. walkeriana), the AM/AOS indicates that this 
plant has received an Award of Merit (AM) from the American Orchid Society (AOS). Plants 
that have earned these awards are much more desirable to own and, very often, are much 
higher in price as well, depending on the number produced. In the same manner the letters 
HCC/SAOC on a label will mean the plant has received a Highly Commended Certificate from 
the South African Orchid Council. The various awards given by the various Orchid Societies/
Councils can usually be accessed on their particular website.  With the above information, you 
can use your orchid’s label to tell you what it is, who its parents are, and how to grow it 
(different genera have different growing requirements), and, whatever you do, don’t lose that 
name! 
(From the website of the Eastern Province Orchid Society of Port Elizabeth, South Africa) 

 

Phalaenopsis Violacea  

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAUQjhw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fimgarcade.net%2F1%2Fphalaenopsis-violacea%2F&ei=kJGKVfHdEYXyoASu8ICwBQ&bvm=bv.96440147,d.cGU&psig=AFQjCNEDNhWQzgjHzaE3CJSCzVP3BUJj9g&ust=143523098752


CYMBIDIUM 
 None 

DENDROBIUM 
2nd Den. Yamamoto 

 Ed Saraffian  

EPIDENDRUM 
Gold Enc.tampensis ‘alba’ 

 K&M Lovelady 

Gold Epi. Parkensonianum 

 Tom Buchanan 

1st Enc. Tampensis v. alba x Enc. Chiapensis 

K Milo Reidel 

2nd Enc. Tampensis ‘Fowler’ 

 K&M Lovelady 

CATTLEYA 
Gold Laelia purpurata   

 Marc Better 

Gold L. tenebrosa x L. milleri Dr. Koo-
powitz 

 Tom Buchanan 

1st LC canhamiana ‘Alan Rogers’ 

 Annette Rossilli 

1st L. purpurata carnea 

 John Delfino 

2nd Pot. Green Emerald ‘Queen’ 

 Birute Vileisis 

2nd LC canhamiana 

 Scott Barth 

ONCIDIUM/ODONT. 

Gold Miltoniopsis 

 Tom Buchanan 

Gold Colm. Wildcat 

 Ed Saraffian 

1st Wils. Solana Starline ‘Rustic Harlequin x 

ODA Fort Point  

 Ed Saraffian 

1st Psychopsis kalihli ‘Big’ 

 G&G Stelzner 

2nd Brassidium ‘Bill Switzer’ 

 K&M Lovelady 

2nd ODM. Margaret Hold 

 Ed Saraffian 

2nd Wils. Bonne Noit ‘Jersey’s Giant’ x 
ODCDM Annegret Graiher ‘Sunshine’ 

 Ed Saraffian 

OUTDOOR GROWN 

1st Coel Jannine Banks 

 Tom Buchanan 

1st Sobralia rogersiana ‘de Brito’ 

 Scott Barth 

2nd Lyc. Deppii x Lyc. Zythrophyla 

 Scott Barth 

2nd Lyc. Macrophyla v. tall stem 

 Scott Barth 

2nd Den. 

        CheriHunter 

MINI SPECIES  

1st Eulophia Andamanense 

 K&M Lovelady 

PHALAENOPSIS 
1st Yellow 

 Annette Rossilli 

2nd  Sogo Beer ‘Hoosier Red x Florida Red 

 Lucy Tizol 

2nd Unnamed 

 Lucy Tizol 

PAPHIOPEDALUM 
Gold Phrag. Inti’s Tears continued on page5 

                                         PLANT FORUM RIBBON AWARDS 
16 June 2015 

Judge:   Tom Buchanan, Scott Barth Ed Sarrafian 



Page    9 July 2015 

                 
 

 

 

 

 

             

 A Pre-Meeting Dinner will be held at  

Tivoli Café 15306 W Sunset Blvd, At 

(Swarthmore Ave) Pacific Palisades 90272 

On July 21st at 5:00 PM. There is no need to 

call to reserve a seat at the MOS table. Plan 

to come and meet our speaker and your MOS 

friends for a dinner before the meeting.  

   

                 

 

 

 

 

 

REFRESHMENTS 
Refreshments: 

Members whose last names fall within Lieu 

thru Poulakos this month, please bring a 

plate of snacks / cookies / fruit that can be 

eaten as finger food.  If you are on the list this 

month, please remember to help with the 

serving, cleanup, and taking home of any left 

over refreshments. 
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K&M Lovelady  

1st Phrag. Living Fire 

K K&M Lovelady 

2nd Phrag. Tai Princess 

 K&M Lovelady 

OTHER 
Gold Gongora 

 Scott Barth  

Gold Lyc. Leucanthe x Schilleriana 

 K&M Lovelady 

1st Mas. Prince Charming 

 Tom Buchanan 

1st Onc. Nord 

 Lucy Tizol 

1st Dendrochillum 

 Cheri Hunter 

1st ODCDM. Catatante ‘Pacific Sun Spots’ 

 G&G Stelzner 

VANDA 
Gold Renanthera Red Daragon 

 G&G Stelzner 

2nd  Ascofinetia Hsing Star Light 

 K&M Lovelady 

SPECIES 
Gold Bras. Nodosa 

 K&M Lovelady 

Gold Max. Tenuifolia 

 Scott Barth 

1st Aeranthes Hsing Ramosa 

 K&M Lovelady 

1st Enc. Alatum     Ed Saraffian 

*If any omissions or corrections, 
contact Scott Barth 310/230-1386 
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