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Presidentôs Message: 

 

We always have a busy spring, and 2012 is no 

exception. 

 

The annual Santa Barbara Orchid Show will 

be open to the public from Friday, March 16, 

through Sunday, March 18.  The theme this is 

ñOrchidelicsò, and we are open to suggestions 

regarding the design of the display. If you 

have any thoughts, please see Birute at the 

next meeting. Our monthly meeting will be 

held on the Tuesday before the show, March 

14th, the second Tuesday of the month. Please 

mark your calendars 

 

The annual plant sale and auction will be 

held on the third Tuesday of the month, April 

17. This is our one big fund raiser for the year 

and its success is vital to our ability to both 

attract good speakers for the yearéand to 

pay the rent! 

 

The new Officers and Directors of the Society 

are listed on the second page.  Please note 

that we have an opening for the offices of 

Corresponding Secretary and a Director at 

Large.  If you would like to get further in-

volved in the activities of the Society, please 

contact me or Cheri Hunter.  

                 MOS Monthly Meeting  

                           January 17th, 2012  

       Pacific Palisades Womenôs Club 

              901 Haverford Avenue  

          Pacific Palisades, CA 90272  

                                                                                                                                                                                

        Prof. Ron Kaufmann  

                             Will Speak on  

        ñSearching for Orchids  

                   in Columbia ò 

Continued on page 2:  

            Our January speaker will be Ron 
Kaufmann, chair of the San Diego 
County Orchid Society Conservation 
Committee.  Ron has travelled exten-
sively to view orchids in the wild in South 
America.  His talk titled "Searching for 
Orchids in Colombia" will cover his first 
trip to find orchids in Colombia in prepa-
ration for a tour he organized to benefit 
the Orchid Conservation Alliance. 
Colombia is one of the most orchid-rich 
countries in the world, with over 3,000 
described species.  Ron's talk will show 
orchids in the wild, in reserves and at 
several nurseries that are cultivating na-
tive Colombian orchids.  
Ron is a marine biologist by training, and 
his scientific work includes studies of 
Antarctic and deep-sea ecosystems as 
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well as marine communities in coastal South-
ern California.  He has been growing orchids 
for more than 15 years, starting with a reed-
stem  Epidendrum  and progressing to a collec-
tion that contains mostly species orchids.  
              Ron has a long-standing interest in 
conservation and has been a member of the 
SDCOS Conservation Committee for more than 
10 years and chair since 2004.  Since 1991, the 
Conservation Committee has awarded nearly 
$160,000 to support projects in 20 different 
countries.   
               Ron also helped to found the Orchid 
Conservation Alliance and serves on the boards 
of the OCA, EcoMinga Foundation (a conserva-
tion foundation based in Ecuador) and Orchid 
Digest Corporation.  Ron has been a regular 
contributor to the Orchid Digest since 2003, 
when he began writing the Webwatch column. 
Ron grows most of his orchids in a 36 x 24 foot 
greenhouse and several outdoor shade-covered 
areas around his house in San Diego.  Friends 
have suggested that he build a second, much 
larger greenhouse to accommodate the many 
plants that often make walking through his 
greenhouse an exercise requiring extensive 
training in gymnastics and yoga to avoid seri-
ous injury.  Thus far, this recommendation 
hasnôt been followed, although the temptation 
is always there. 

Birute Anne Vileisis, Ph.D.  
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I would like to personally thank Rabinder Sek-

hon and Judy Reidel for their efforts on the be-

half of the Society. Both contributed exten-

sively during the past several years. 

 

So, again, a Happy New Year to everyone. 

 

Grafton Tanquary 

 



California Orchids Events JANUARY 2012:   

JANUARY 2012:   

January 14:  AOS Pacific South Regional Judging 10am The Huntington 
Lbrary, Art Collections, and Botanical Gardens. Huntington Botanical Center, 
Lower Level . 
 
January 14 & 15 Paphiopedilum Guild Meeting & Orchid Show 9am Holiday 
Inn of Santa Barbara/Goleta. Call Patti James at (805) 528-5086 for more info.  
 
January 20 Orchid Odyssey 10am.ï 2pm San Diego Zoo. The Zooôs orchid 
greenhouse is open to the public  
 

January 21 ï 22, San Diego County Orchid Society Show Casa Del Prado, Ro-
om 101, Balboa Park, San Diego, CA. Contact: Dave Hoffmaster (760) 529-2947 
davehoff5@yahoo.com www.sdorchids.com 
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Refreshments:  

Members whose last names fall within are 
Trieu  thru Brock  on the  Committee  this 
month. Please , bring a plate of snacks / 
cookies / fruit that can be eaten as finger 
food.  If you are on the list this month, please 
remember that you are responsible for mak-
ing coffee, serving, cleanup, etc. 

  

 

 

 

 

A Pre-Meeting Dinner will be held at  
Tivoli Café 15306 W Sunset Blvd, At 

(Swarthmore Ave) Pacific Palisades 90272  

On November 15th 2011 At 5:30 PM. 
There is no need to call to reserve a seat at 
the MOS table.  Plan to come and meet 
your MOS friends for a dinner before the 
meeting. 

Pectelis sagarikii  

This species goes dor-

mant soon after it 

blooms. It is grown in 

a warm greenhouse 

and is kept dry while 

dormant. Reminds me 

of a duck!  

Text and photo  

Peter Lin   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hknsa. KeepsakeôMagnifiqueô 



                        January/February Orchid Check list  

 

Cattleya  

Watering and fertilizing will be at a minimum, as will potting. Be on the lookout for se-

nescing sheaths on your winter-into -spring bloomers. Careful removal of the dying 

sheaths will still allow buds to develop without the danger of condensation -induced rot. 

Low light will lead to weak spikes, so, and as noted above, staking is critical. If you have a 

chance to get out to nurseries, there may still be a chance to acquire good plants in sheath 

for spring bloom. Getting them now not only ensures that youôll have them, but allows 

them to acclimate to your conditions and bloom At their best.  

Cymbidium  

We are well into the flowering season now. Outdoor growers should be cautious of freez-

ing temperatures. Damage starts to occur below 30º F. Be diligent about tying the inflo-

rescences for best arrangement of the flowers. Also watch closely for slugs and snails. If 

weather is quite wet, protect the plants from the rain and this will help to reduce the risk 

of botrytis spotting,  

Phaphiopedilum  

The standard Paphiopedilum insignederived hybrids, which are called ñbull dogsò and 

ñtoads,ò are at their peak. Unlike most other orchids, they can even be potted while in 

bud. There really is no wrong time to pot a paphiopedilum, and no other orchid responds 

so favorably to fresh mix and a cleanup. Keep an eye on watering until roots begin to 

grow. Phalaenopsis Now is the peak of spike development, with the first plants in full 

flower. Staking and plant preparation is a must for those all -important spring shows. Cor-

rect staking now will give a better display and also make it much easier to transport to 

your society meetings and shows. Care with watering is vital to avoid mechanical damage 

to the flowers, as well as rot-related problems. Keep spent blooms cleaned up to avoid bo-

trytis inoculation. Do not repot this month. Now youôll be seeing lots of phalaenopsis at 

orchid shows and sales. 

Lycaste  

The most glorious of all orchids, Lycaste, will be moving toward their fl owering season. 

Make sure the palm-like leaves do not interfere with the emerging inflorescences. Tying 

them loosely together often is helpful. Some growers cut the leaves off at the pseudobulb, 

but this removes part of the attractiveness of this elegant orchid. Resist picking up the 

plant to inspect those beautiful buds and then setting it down in all different directions as 

the flower buds will be forced to re-orient themselves to the light source each time and 

will not open as nicely as they should. Keep plants a little drier during the shorter days. 



Some of the Pictures from World Orchid Conference Singapore November 2011 


